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So far, so good, thought Yazathingyan, and now
for Thihathu. He had already issued orders that
no one was to leave Dalla for the north on any
pretext. The river was closed, guards lay across the
various roads, for he was determined that no news of
the usurpation should reach Pagan.

His next step was an ingenious stratagem. Desiring
to avoid an open resort to arms, an advance on the cap-
ital with all its attendant risks, he planned to entice
Thihathu to descend peacefully to Dalla. To him there-
fore he addressed a letter- Opening with a recital of his
journey south, he recorded briefly the ceremonies of
respect carried out over the late King's grave and then
continued in these terms:

'Hardly had the last mandarin bowed his head before
the royal mausoleum, when news was brought that a
white elephant of great ske with all the marks of auth-
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